Gardner-Webb University

Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University
GWU-Today
9-30-2014

From the Verge to The Gathering
Jonelle Bobak

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/gwu-today

Recommended Citation
Bobak, Jonelle, "From The Verge to the Gathering" (2014). GWU-Today. 30.

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in GWU-Today by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb
University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@gardner-webb.edu.

From The Verge to The Gathering – GWU-Today

1 of 4

HOME

ABOUT

STUDENT LIFE

https://gwu-today.com/?p=320

NEWS
CONTACT

FEATURE

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

ALL PHOTOS

From The Verge to The
Gathering
 September 30, 2014
News

SPORTS 

 GWU Today

 Clubs and Organizations,

0

SIDEBAR
Please navigate to Appearance
→ Widgets in your WordPress
dashboard and add some
widgets into the Sidebar widget
area.

By: Jonelle Bobak
The student-led worship service, the Verge, which is held on
campus at Gardner-Webb has changed its name to The Gathering.
Jacob Kirby and Caitlyn Brotherton are the coordinators for the
Tuesday night worship service.
“The Verge has existed at Gardner-Webb for a really long time,
nobody knows why or for how long or really the purpose of the
service at all,” said Kirby.
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Kirby and Brotherton met for the �rst time as new co-coordinators
back in April and had the same vision from the beginning. “We
recognized that the Verge had drifted away from any real sense of
purpose or ownership that the student body had,” said Kirby.
“The Gathering is a place for broken people to be broken people
together as Jesus works towards healing, renewal and revival on
our campus,” said Kirby. He wants to change how people enter into
the worship service. “I think it’s really important for people to know
that this is their ministry,” he said.
“The Gathering makes me feel like it’s a place where people belong.
Not only with each other, but with The Lord as well,” said
Brotherton.
The name change
will not a�ect the
purpose of the
worship service.
“It was really a reclari�cation of
purpose for The
Gathering. The
only change that I
Dr. Paula Qualls speaks at The Gathering.
Photo by: Elizabeth Ban�eld

think is noticeably
di�erent is our
e�ort to include

more students in the service,” said Brotherton.
They are hoping to have more students involved in the service
through worship, speaking, opening prayer, benediction or greeting
people at the door. They don’t plan on making major changes, but
simply want to rede�ne the purpose.
“There is still a great group of students attending every week and
Jesus was still there doing what He does, but there was a de�nite
disconnect between what students thought the Verge was
supposed to be about and what was going on,” said Kirby.
They are hoping for a good response from the student body.
“I’ll leave here happy if I know that real community happened
among believers and nonbelievers alike as they encountered the

11/9/2022, 7:43 PM

From The Verge to The Gathering – GWU-Today

3 of 4

https://gwu-today.com/?p=320

community God the Father, Christ, and the Holy Spirit.”
Not all feedback from the worship service name change was
positive. Many students have commented that the name reminded
them of a “cult”. Questions have been raised of why there even
needed to be a name change.
Cayce Martin, a senior, voiced her concerns. “To me, the Gathering
sounds like more of an exclusive event than inclusive and it’s a
Christian worship service,”
she said.
“It sounds like it’s not very welcoming, like you would have to have
a password to get in,” said Cameron Freeman, a junior.
Brotherton hopes that people will come to the Gathering to
experience growth in their relationship with Christ. She said
everyone is looking for somewhere
to �t in, and she wants The Gathering to be that place for people.
“We gather for the sole purpose of meeting with Jesus and pursuing
a deeper intimacy with Him. We do that through a lot of di�erent
ways on a Tuesday
night, but that’s
the main thing!
We gather to
encounter Jesus
together,” said
Kirby.
If you would like
to attend a
service, the next
one will be

Students at The Gathering.
Photo by: Elizabeth Ban�eld

tonight,
September 30th at 7 p.m. in Stewart Hall in the Tucker Student
Center. For more information you can contact Jacob Kirby
(jkirby@gardner-webb.edu ) or Caitlyn Brotherton
(cbrotherton@gardner-webb.edu ).
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